Listening comprehension quiz
The wine trade between England and France in the Middle Ages

Instructions: Listen to the audio recording carefully, then circle the letter (A, B, C or D) of the best answer for each question. Each question is worth 1 point.

1. Why couldn't England produce its own wine in the Middle Ages?
A) The English people didn't like wine.
B) The climate was too cold to grow grapes.
C) There was not enough land in England.
D) Wine was banned by the English king.Prénom : ------------------------------------
NOM : ---------------------------------------


2. Which French regions were most famous for producing wine?
A) Paris and Lyon.
B) Normandy and Brittany.
C) Bordeaux and Gascony.
D) Provence and Alsace.

3. What was the most common way to transport wine from France to England?
A) By road and cart.
B) By river boats.
C) By sea.
D) By air.

4. Which English ports received wine shipments? (Choose the best answer)
A) Liverpool and Bristol.
B) London and Southampton.
C) Dover and Portsmouth.
D) Plymouth and Exeter.

5. What were medieval ships called?
A) Galleons.
B) Frigates.
C) Cogs.
D) Caravels.

6. Why was wine sometimes safer to drink than water in the Middle Ages?
A) Water was very expensive.
B) Water was often contaminated.
C) Water was forbidden by the Church.
D) Water made people sick with cold.

7. What did merchants use to store wine during the journey?
A) Glass bottles.
B) Clay pots.
C) Plastic containers.
D) Oak barrels.

8. How did merchants try to preserve wine during long trips?
A) They added salt to the wine.
B) They mixed wine with spices or honey.
C) They froze the wine.
D) They sealed bottles with cork.

9. What is 'claret'?
A) A type of ship used to carry wine.
B) A French word for 'barrel'.
C) A red wine from Bordeaux.
D) A tax paid on wine imports.

10. What happened to the English language after the Norman Conquest of 1066?
A) English became the official language of France.
B) Latin replaced English in everyday life.
C) French became the language of the English court and trade.
D) English merchants were forbidden to speak French.

11. Who was William the Conqueror?
A) A French wine merchant.
B) The Duke of Normandy who became King of England.
C) An English king who invaded France.
D) A pirate who attacked wine ships.

12. What language did upper-class people in England speak for over 300 years after 1066?
A) Middle English.
B) Latin.
C) Anglo-Norman French.
D) Old German.

13. What did common people speak in medieval England?
A) Anglo-Norman French.
B) Latin.
C) Middle English or regional dialects.
D) Spanish.

14. What were 'charters' used for in the wine trade?
A) To mark the route on maps.
B) To record written trade agreements.
C) To label wine barrels.
D) To pay taxes to the king.

15. Why were contracts often sealed with a wax seal?
A) To make them look more official.
B) Because most people couldn't read.
C) Because ink was too expensive.
D) To keep the document waterproof.

16. What were 'customs' in the context of the wine trade?
A) Old habits of drinking wine.
B) Taxes paid on imported or exported goods.
C) The name of the ships used for trade.
D) Contracts written in Latin.

17. What was one major danger on the sea for wine merchants?
A) Icebergs in the English Channel.
B) Enemy warships from Spain.
C) Pirates who attacked merchant ships.
D) Lack of wind to sail the ships.

18. How did navigators find their way without modern technology?
A) They used GPS satellites.
B) They followed detailed printed maps.
C) They relied on the stars, the sun, and their knowledge of the coastline.
D) They hired French guides for every trip.

19. What was the Hanseatic League?
A) A group of French winemakers.
B) A group of Northern European merchants who also traded wine.
C) An English navy that protected trade ships.
D) A religious organization that controlled wine production.

20. According to the text, what role did wine play in medieval society? (Choose the BEST answer)
A) It was only used for cooking.
B) It was just a popular drink for common people.
C) It was a symbol of status, used in religious ceremonies, and often safer than water.
D) It was mainly exported to Asia and Africa.
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ANSWER KEY (Teacher copy — do not distribute)

Q1: B    Q2: C    Q3: C    Q4: B    Q5: C
Q6: B    Q7: D    Q8: B    Q9: C    Q10: C
Q11: B    Q12: C    Q13: C    Q14: B    Q15: B
Q16: B    Q17: C    Q18: C    Q19: B    Q20: C
