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Objectives: 

‒ Understand the reversal by American settlers of English values against their 

metropolis. 

‒ Study the drafting context and issues of the Declaration of Independence. 

‒ Analyze the influence of the French intervention in the American War of 

Independence 

Problem: How did the United States come to be born from the challenge of 

the British model? 

 

PART 1: THE BOSTON TEA PARTY (1773) 

Document 1 

1. Explain why the American colonists are revolting. 

2. Explain the proceedings of the Boston Tea Party. 

PART 2: THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (JULY 4th 1776) 

Document 3 

1. List the five drafters of the Declaration of Independence. 

Document 4 

1. Note the rights that Americans believe they have received from God. 

2. Identify the principles on which power is based according to Americans. 

3. Show that this statement challenges the English monarchy. 

PART 3: THE BATTLE OF YORKTOWN (SEPTEMBER 28 - 

OCTOBER 19 1781) 

Document 6 

1. Identify the major colonial powers that are fighting. 

2. Explain why the event can be analyzed on an Atlantic scale. 

PART 4: THE TREATY OF PARIS (1783): THE PEACE AND ITS 

CONSEQUENCES 

Instruction: from Condorcet's excerpt, show that the Declaration of 

Independence had an influence in France. 
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