
Tale-telling project



Evaluation of the rehearsal



Practise paired reading (towards 
expressive reading):

Each student reads a part of the text with the other
students offering support. You should then swap roles and
define who is going to be in charge of which part of the
text. Remember that even if every single of your talents is
unique each of you needs to be doubled by another person
in the group in case this person is absent.

• Work on pronunciation: remember the rules and
regularities of spoken English to work on fluency and
authenticity. Ask the teacher for tips.

• Reading aloud helps to develop fluency. You should focus
on the rise and fall in pitch and patterns of pausing when
reading which in turn supports a more nuanced reading of
text.



Explore emphasis

Read the line putting the emphasis on a different word each time
e.g. We’ve got to go through it.
We’ve got to go through it. 
We’ve got to go through it.
We’ve got to go through it. 
We’ve got to go through it.

How does this affect the meaning of the sentence? Which way of 
reading works best do you think? Some work better than others, 
but there is more than one answer.

Think about where they are going to put emphasis to convey 
meaning. Paired reading and feedback.



Explore and convey emotions

Associate characters with character traits and
each page with emotion cards. Practice
reading accordingly to convey meaning.



Decide where to mark pauses and 
translate

Define where you are going to pause (not too short to avoid too many
interruptions, not too long to maintain interest).

Think of what and when you need to translate and of alternatives to
translation to convey meaning (ex: intonation, miming …) to foster
immersion in English as translation is not the only way to have
access to understanding.

Work on your translation: try to reproduce effects (rhymes,
alliterations, puns etc). Please note that when you read the story in
English, it’s a classmate from the group and not yourself is going to
be in charge of the translation so as not to impede on the fluency
of your English.

Occasionally, you may want to stop at a key point to ask children to
predict what might happen next, encouraging them to use clues
from what you have already read and maintain their interest.
However you should do this sparingly not to spoil the enjoyment.



Use sound to explore mood and 
atmosphere

Some stories might lend themselves well to
creating an accompanying soundtrack. Using
sound is an excellent way to explore the mood
and atmosphere of a story and convey distinct
mood changes.



Think about how to stir interest 
before reading

Warm-up: Through inference making through
the image of the cover or title = anticipation.

A few examples: what do you think the story is
going to be about? Or through themes, ex: a
book about fear: what are you afraid of? Or
what do you know about <animal>, compare
with the one on the cover…



Think of how you want the children to 
engage in the story

Through participation? Is there one word which 
is repeated which they could say when you 
gesture them to? Can they make gestures or 
moves corresponding to familiar words? Can 
you think of other accessible ways for them to 
engage in the story, using English?

You may value what they already know in English and 
teach them a few words related to the book.


