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CHICAGO Black Lives Still Matter — The George Floyd effect

‘WHEN THERE'’S a chance to make change, we must be ready to take it,” says YahNé Ndgo, a

singer and activist with Philadelphia’s chapter of Black Lives Matter (BLM). [...] Protests flared

across America after footage spread of the death of George Floyd, an African-American who

was choked for nearly nine minutes by a policeman in Minneapolis in May. By one count, over
5 8,500 civil-rights demonstrations have taken place since.

The sight of thousands of marchers, usually young and mostly peaceful, helped to change public
attitudes in ways small and big. Kenya McKnight, who runs a group in Minneapolis educating
black women about finance, says she was invigorated, feeling new “validation” for her work.
Oluchi Omeoga at Black Visions Collective, a grant-giving body in the same city, is also fired up,
10 saying America has entered “a different phase, one hundred percent”. Public support for the
BLM movement, founded seven years ago, rose to an unheard-of 67% in June [...]

Voters, especially Democrats, responded. Joe Biden has concluded that more African-
Americans must be seen in prominent jobs. His choice of Kamala Harris, who is part African-
American, as his running-mate proved popular. This week he picked Lloyd Austin as defense
15  secretary. If the retired four-star general is confirmed, he would be the first African-American to
preside over the Pentagon. That matters, says the incoming president, to “make sure that our
armed forces reflect and promote the full diversity of our nation”.
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